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BOOK REVIEWS. 



The Law of Street Surface Kailroads. By Andrew J. 
Nellis, of the New York State Bar, Albany, N. Y. Matthew 
Bender, 1903. 

The most marked tendency in the writing of legal text-books 
is, so to speak, to take cross-sections of the law. We no longer 
find so many text-books as formerly dealing with a general topic 
such as torts or contracts, and grouping for example, the rail- 
road cases under their respective headings. Such books, to-day 
would be impracticable, for the searcher after precedents would, 
and does, find himself lost in a maze of authorities from which 
it is almost impossible to winnow out what he wants. The 
result must be the narrowing of text-book writing to books of two 
sorts : first, concise books of comprehensive principles, and, sec- 
ond, books dealing with cross-sections of the law, — that is, all 
phases of the law which touch on some sort of business or 
activity, such as corporations, railroads, water companies, etc. 
To take the present work as an example, the following topics 
must be dealt with, viz : the law of corporations, as regards 
organization and conduct of tlie company; constitutional law and 
statutory interpretation, as regards the powers of a company; 
the law of contracts, the law of carriers, the law of negligence, 
the law of agency, and a dozen more of the main branches of 
legal learning. No one of these need be exhaustively treated, 
but all of them must be constantly used throughout the book. 
The bounds of work of this sort necessarily are not logical, but 
purely arbitrary, and this in order that there may be some 
hope for the searcher after precedent. 

Granted some knowledge of the fundamental principles of the 
law, such a book as this is unquestionably the most valuable aid 
to a busy man. He is sure, when he turns to it, that he will 
find none but apposite cases, and if the work is as well done as 
the author has done it in the book before us, the practitioner is 
saved hours of the worst sort of drudgery in finding and then 
discarding useless material. 

The present volume is complete in scope and very full in 
citation. It is clear in arrangement and ought to be a great 
labor-saver, especially to the practitioner whose work lies along 
the line of street railway law. 

The typework and paper are good and a very exhaustive and 
painstaking index adds to the value of the work. 
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